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Building Information

● Building Style - Spanish Revival / Mediterranean

● Address - 180 Little Neck Road, Centerport, NY 11721

● Architect - Warren & Wetmore

● Date Completed - Built between 1910 - 1936

● Area of Home - N/A (Property Area - 43 acres)

● Total Cost - N/A

● Cost per sq ft. - N/A
https://www.google.com/maps/@40.9053306,-73.3682
257,17z?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MTExMS4wIKXM
DSoASAFQAw%3D%3D



Brief History

The Vanderbilt Museum which is sometimes 
called the Eagle’s Nest, was a summer home 
owned by William K. Vanderbilt, it was built 
between 1910 and 1936 looking out over the 
Northport Bay in Centerport, Long Island. The 
firm Warren & Wetmore designed the Spanish 
Revival estate which includes a mansion, 
marine museum, and planetarium. The property 
was then donated to Suffolk County to serve as 
a public museum and educational center after 
the death of William K. Vanderbilt. 

https://www.partyslate.com/venues/va
nderbilt-museum



1. Unique Collections

William K. Vanderbilt II was a world traveler and 
marine enthusiast who collected thousands of 
marine specimens, animal trophies, and cultural 
artifacts from his global expeditions — many of 
which are still displayed in the museum today.

https://www.nps.gov/vama/learn/historyculture/living-room.htm



2. Spanish Revival Architecture

The estate, known as Eagle’s Nest, showcases 
Mediterranean and Spanish Revival design, 
complete with red-tiled roofs, courtyards, and 
ornate ironwork, giving it the look of a Spanish 
seaside villa.

https://www.weddingwire.com/biz/vanderbilt-museum-
centerport/cb7838bb5c38ef5f.html



3. Planetarium Addition

The museum grounds include the Charles and 
Helen Reichert Planetarium, added in 1971, 
which hosts astronomy shows, laser light 
displays, and educational programs.

https://www.vanderbiltmuseum.org/vanderbilt-
planetarium/



4. Private Marine Laboratory

Vanderbilt once had his own marine laboratory 
and boathouse on the property, where he 
conducted experiments and studied marine life 
collected during his ocean voyages.

https://www.instagram.com/p/C7ZI7YYuGUm/



5. Historic Estate Grounds

The 43-acre property not only includes the 
mansion and museum but also gardens, 
terraces, and courtyards designed to reflect the 
luxurious lifestyle of America’s Gilded Age elite.

https://wezoree.com/vendors/profile/1400-venues-vanderbil
t-museum/



Reflection

I found the planetarium as the most interesting 
section in the Vanderbilt Museum, which brings 
together technology, science, and art to create 
an immersive learning experience. It allows 
visitors to view and explore the universe and 
learn about different stars and plants in a visual 
way which may be easier for some people to 
learn. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/03/nyregion/a-grand-reopening-for-the-plan
etarium-at-vanderbilt-museum.html


