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Building Information

● Building Style - Colonial(Original) - Victorian(Remodeled)

● Address - 20 West Main St, Oyster Bay, NY 11771

● Architect - No notable architect purchased by Solomon 

Townsend

● Date Completed - May 1738

● Area of Home - N/A

● Total Cost - N/A

● Cost per sq ft. - N/A

https://www.google.com/m
aps/place/Raynham+Hall+
Museum/@40.8723538,-73
.5345024,17z/data=!3m1!4
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ec98c150d:0x5e6cbb3249
3726d2!8m2!3d40.8723538
!4d-73.5319275!16s%2Fm
%2F047rn0w?entry=ttu&g_
ep=EgoyMDI1MTAwOC4w
IKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%
3D



Brief History

During the American Revolution, Patriot 
merchant Samuel Townsend purchased 
Raynham Hall in Oyster Bay, New York, which 
had been constructed in 1738. The house was 
occupied by British officers, notably Major John 
André, involved in Benedict Arnold's treason 
conspiracy. The house was a major location for 
Revolutionary espionage since Townsend's son 
Robert and daughter Sally were members of 
the Culper Spy Ring. The home was renovated 
in Victorian Gothic Revival style by Solomon 
Townsend II in 1851 and given the name 
"Raynham Hall." It is now a museum that 
displays its Victorian and Colonial history.

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60949-d7184484-Reviews-Ray
nham_Hall_Museum-Oyster_Bay_Long_Island_New_York.html



1. Home of a Revolutionary Spy Family

Robert Townsend, who lived there, was 
a key member of George Washington’s 
Culper Spy Ring, which gathered 
intelligence against the British during 
the American Revolution.

https://raynhamhallmuseum.org/



2. America’s First Valentine

Sally Townsend, Robert’s sister, is said 
to have received the first recorded 
Valentine in America from British officer 
Major John André while he was 
quartered in the house.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Raynham_Ha
ll,_Oyster_Bay,_NY.jpg



3. Two Eras Under One Roof

Raynham Hall uniquely combines 
Colonial (1738) and Victorian (1851) 
architecture after Solomon Townsend II 
remodeled the original home a century 
later.

https://cityseeker.com/oyster-bay-hamlet/381386-raynham-hall-museum



4. Haunted Reputation

The house is rumored to be haunted, 
with ghost stories involving Sally 
Townsend and British soldiers often told 
by visitors and museum staff.

https://whichmuseum.com/museum/raynham-hall-museum-oyster-bay-11131



5. Living Museum

Today, Raynham Hall operates as a 
museum, preserving authentic 18th- 
and 19th-century furnishings and 
offering exhibits on espionage, family 
life, and architecture from both eras.

https://www.tripadvisor.com/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g60949-d7184484-i34163646
0-Raynham_Hall_Museum-Oyster_Bay_Long_Island_New_York.html



Reflection

What's most interesting about Raynham 
Hall, to me, is its haunted history. The idea 
that a home so saturated in American 
history could still be haunted by the 
apparitions of its past inhabitants. The 
museums ambiance is made more 
interesting and emotional through tales of 
Sally Townsends ghost and the lingering 
apparitions of British soldiers. It's 
incredible the way history and myth blend 
together at Raynham Hall, so that it's not 
just a site of historical interest, but one of 
firm tales and intrigue

https://www.facebook.com/theghostsofraynhamhall/


